
FundFest 2017 Supplementary Information 

 
This is an addendum of information regarding special donations.  

#27 Guatemala Tour 
 
Must Read 
If the Guatemala Tour interests you, MUST read this detailed 
documentation prior to the auction. Ron is travelling in Central 
America until after the auction, so any questions can be addressed 
to him by email or Brian McConnell by phone (604 721 1417). This 
tour was successfully piloted with 4 NSUC members in April 2017. 
 
Read the information below before making a bid on this unique 
and generous offer.  
The complete arrangements and requirements are explained in 
detail, but here is the skinny version: 

 Your bid at FUNdFEST gives you the right to be part of the 
tour. 

 You must pay Ron the flight costs by dates shown below. 

 You must supply valid documents/ passport by May 31, 
2017. 

 You must pay Ron $2500 by Jan. 15, 2018 which covers all 
your basic tour expenses.   

 
What To Expect from Ron Jones, long time member and 
world traveler.  Ron Will: 

 Organize  the  entire  trip,  be  the  group  leader  and  overall  guide,  and make  all  the  arrangements:  

 Book  the  flight,  make  all  the  hotel, restaurant  and  transit reservations,  hire  local  guides  when  
appropriate,  and   pay  all  the  bills.  

 Fly  with  you  to  Guatemala,  and  be  with  you  throughout  the  entire  trip,  and  either  return  with  
you,  or  see  you  off  at  the  airport in Guatemala. 

 Provide an orientation/ information session  before  departure to cover climate,  clothes, health, safety, 
money, prices, and etc.  

 Assist you with  currency  exchange, menus, making  purchases,  and  translating.  

 Pay for accommodation  based on double  occupancy,  3 meals/day.   Hotel and  restaurant  standards  
will  generally  be  equal  to  or  better  than  commercial  tours.  

 
To participate you must:  

 Be  able  to  carry  your  own  luggage  for  short  distances  

 Be  able  to  tolerate  temperatures  sometimes above  27 degrees  

 Be  reasonably fit  and  in  reasonably  good  health.  

 By  May 31,  2017 Supply me  with  a  copy  of  your  passport valid to October, 2018.  

 Pay me  approx.  $ 500/ 550.  ( non-refundable ) to  pay for  your  return  airfare.  

 By Jan 15 ,  2018 Pay me  $2,500 to  cover  ALL  your  expenses  in  Guatemala -  meals, hotels, 
transport,  guides, and entrance  fees,  - everything  except  personal  purchases,  alcoholic drinks, and 
optional activities. (If  there are any  remaining  surplus  funds  at  the  end  of  the  trip,  they will  be  
donated  to  World  Accord,  an  organization  that  does  humanitarian  work  in  Guatemala  and  
Honduras).  

 
  



#27 Guatemala Tour, continuation 
 
You will enjoy the trip IF: 

 You  can  comfortably  walk  for  an  hour  or two ( and maybe a half )  

 You  are  willing  to  accept the  small  inconveniences  that  sometimes  arise  in  a  third  world  
country.  

 You are open to new and novel experiences.  
 
Ron’s Qualifications:  

 I  have  visited  Guatemala  7 times, and have been to all the places on our itinerary several times, 
most  recently  in  March  and  April  of  this  year, when I pioneered this tour with 4 Unitarians,  Marga 
and Wayne Hanna, and Joanna and Bob Vaughan.  

 I have a very good  working  knowledge  of  Spanish, and  I  have  friends  and  contacts  in  Guatemala  
who  can  help  facilitate  our  travels.   

 
Questions?  Email me at ronaldthescot@me.com (I’m currently travelling in Central America). 
 
Itinerary:  March 12-28, 2018    

 Day  1: ( Monday, Mar. 12 ) We  depart  Vancouver  at  7:41 am  on  an  American  Airlines  flight  with  
1 stop  at  Dallas  Fort  Worth,  and  arrive  in  Guatemala  City  at  8:01 pm.  Then  a  1  hour  shuttle. 
to  our  hotel  in  Antigua.  Note:  At  only  about C $ 525. this  is  the  best  deal,  and  best  schedule  

at  the  moment,  but  may   change  when  actually  booking.   

 Days  2&3:  We spend the  first  week  in  the  beautiful, 16th century  city  of  Antigua, a UNESCO  
World Heritage Site.  Once the Spanish colonial capital of all Central America, and little-changed in 200 
years, it is often described as a living museum.  We  visit  the Cathedral, Convents, churches, Central  
Park,  Colonial  Religious  Art,  Jade,  Textiles, museums, etc. 

 Day 4: Excursion to Guatemala City.  Visits to museums of Textiles, Maya history, and  Modern 

Guatemalan Art.   

 Day  5:  We  visit  Finca  Filadelfia, a coffee plantation, and villages around  Antigua: the chapel of a 
cult Saint, San Simon in San  Andreas Ixtapa,  Ciudad  Viejo,  and Jocotenango.  Dinner in Cerro  San 

Cristobal EL Alto, high above Antigua.   

 Day  6.  Excursion  to  Copan  Ruinas,  an  important  Maya  Site, across the border in  Honduras.  Visit 

to a  lovely  Bird Sanctuary: parrots, parrokeets, toucans, etc.   

 Day  7.   5th Sunday of  Lent.  We  will  see  Alfombras ( elaborate  street carpets made  of  dyed  

sawdust  and  flower  petals )  and  a  fantastic  religious  Procession ( parade )   

 Day  8.  We  minibus  to  Panajachel  on  beautiful  Lake  Atitlan. Lunch on the waterfront, poolside 
patio of  the  5-star  Hotel  Atitlan.  After  lunch, we  stroll through the hotel's  botanical garden,  wander 

through a  Nature  Reserve, and throw bananas to wild spider monkeys.   

 Day  9&10  Visits to towns and  villages  around  the  lake  by  chicken bus, pickuptruck, and motor 
launch :  Solola, Santa  Caterina  Palopo,  Santiago  La  Laguna,  San Juan, and  San Marcos.   Artists’  

and  artisans’   studios.  We visit  a chapel housing  the idol  statue,   Maximon, a local cult deity.   

 Day  11.  Side  trip  to  Chichicastenango.  Stupendous  Thursday  craft  and produce markets.  
Observe  or  participate  in  Maya  purification  ceremony.  Buffet  lunch  in  beautiful  Santo Tomas 

Hotel.   

 Day  12.  We  bus  to  Rio  Dulce, a  lovely  river  flowing  out  of Lake  Izabal  down  to  the  Caribbean.  

 Days 13, 14, and 15.  We  stay  in  a  riverside  jungle  lodge  and  marina with  a  lovely  outdoor pool.  
Boat  trip  past  Castillo  San  Felipe,  through the Rio Dulce Gorge,  past  pelicans  and waterlilies,  to  
funky,  Garifuna  town  of  Livingston on  Caribbean  Coast.  Options: kayak  outing,  trail  ride  on  

horse,  hike,  or  just  relax  in pool.   

 Day  16.  We  bus  to  Guatemala  City.  Overnight in  hotel.   

 Day  17.   American  Airlines  8:27am  flight  through  Dallas, then  home  to  Vancouver  at 6:54 pm. 
Note:  Participation  in  all  activities  is,  naturally,  voluntary.   You  will  always  have  the  option  to  
do  your  own  thing,  or  just  chill out  and relax. 

 

mailto:ronaldthescot@me.com


#17 Living Extraordinary Event 

(This is a really big idea – your FUNdFEST team hopes this trial balloon flies high, with your participation and 
help). 

Please read this or visit  Kate Muker’s website: http://katemuker.com/events/  

Curating, Hosting and Facilitating Events is My Zone of Genius!  It Brings Me Joy to Witness Attendees 
Experiencing the Magic that Unfolds. 

For me it’s not about the size of the event or the number of people in the room. There can be 30 women in 
a circle or 400 people in a theatre. The common thread for me is creating a space that feels intimate, ignites a 
power from within and inspires heart centered connections among conscious individuals. 

Over the last 5 years I’ve had the absolute pleasure of hosting 100’s of local events in Vancouver that have 
attracted 1000’s of amazing human beings. I’ve curated the events from start to finish, promoted and attracted 
attendees and along with an exceptional team of staff and volunteers we think out and execute the little details 
that enhance an attendee and speaker experience. 

These events have included but are not limited to Book Launches with best-selling authors like Gabrielle 
Bernstein, Danielle Laporte and Kate Northrup, Women’s Circles, Retreats, TED Style Speaking Events 
and Gala Dinners. At these events I’ve done everything from introductions, emcee, guest speaker to facilitating 
an entire event.  

#19 Leash Your Potential: A Practical Guide to Corporate Survival 
 
At this year's Fringe Festival, comedian Ryan 
Gunther is presenting a business seminar too 
honest to give at an actual business. Drawing on 
over 15 years of experience at a fortune 500 
company, Ryan will teach you how to succeed in a 
modern corporate bureaucracy, where outdated 
notions like talent, competence and hard work are 
irrelevant. Topics will include: writing unreadable 
emails, being an effective participant in ineffective 
meetings, and the true meaning of the word 
business. 
 
Leash Your Potential: A Practical Guide to 
Corporate Survival, presented by Ryan Gunther, 
appears in the Orlando Fringe in the White Venue 
from May 19. 
 
If you work in an office, you probably feel like you're 
constantly being prevented from doing your job by a 
never-ending tide of email, meetings, reports, and 
other bureaucratic busywork. If your boss would just 
let you do your job, you could get so much done! 
 
But what if you have it backwards? What if the 
busywork and red tape aren't distractions from your 
job, but are actually the reason you have a job at 
all? 
 

http://katemuker.com/events/


Leash Your Potential is a darkly satirical look at the modern corporate job, presented as the kind of seminar 
you attend just to get away from your desk for an hour. You will laugh, but you may also learn something. 
 
Ryan Gunther is a stand-up comedian from Vancouver, Canada. He has performed stand-up in the Just For 
Laughs Northwest comedy festival and Leash Your Potential in the Vancouver Fringe Festival. He has opened 
for Kevin Banner, who opened for Bill Burr, who was in Black Or White with Kevin Costner, who was in JFK 
with Kevin Bacon. 
 
"Leash Your Potential is deeply cynical, deeply funny." -Douglas Todd, Vancouver Sun 
"I couldn't be more proud." -Suellen Gunther, mother 
"It triggered my PTSD." -audience member 
 
leashyourpotential.com 
ryangunther.com 
facebook.com/ryangunthercomedy 

#32 B&B in Victoria 
 

 

  



#105 Empathic Coaching Session 
 
Empathy is the capacity to understand or feel what another person is experiencing from within the other 
person's frame of reference, i.e., the capacity to place oneself in another's position. I use the practice of Non-
violent Communication (NVC) to offer others empathy and reflection.  This deepens understanding and brings 
insight into areas where someone is stuck or struggling.  Through this insight, solutions arise. Empathic 
Coaching can be done in person, on the phone or on Skype.  I would be happy to host you. 

#107 Chiropractic Initial Session and 3 Additional Adjustments 

 

Want to know more about Dr. Sukhi Muker? Go to http://optimal-living.ca/ Here is some information about his 
approach from that website: 

Are You Experiencing Chronic Pain, Low Energy,“Brain Fog” or Have Been Diagnosed With a Life- or Lifestyle-
Threatening Condition?  West Vancouver residents are faced with an epidemic of life -and lifestyle- threatening 
conditions ranging from acute to chronic pain and obesity to increasing rates of cancer, adrenal burnout and 
full out autoimmune attacks, where the body’s immune system literally attacks the body. 

Incredibly, conventional medicine often aims to treat these conditions by simply reducing or masking the 
symptoms instead of dealing with the true cause of disease.  As a Vitalistic Chiropractor in West 
Vancouver, Dr. Sukhi focuses on health and healing by assisting your body’s innate ability to adapt and 
integrate stresses, toxins and past challenging experiences from your life so that you can truly heal and create 
a state of optimal health.  Our innovative approach, utilizing the 5 Pillars of Optimal Health, addresses your 
individual needs to alleviate acute, chronic and complex health issues to move towards a balanced state 
of wellness. 

#115 (Silent Auction) Professional Piano Tuning and Cleaning 
 
Thorough piano tuning and cleaning by Hans Krebs employing a combination of tuning techniques that not only 
puts your piano in tune but in addition gives it a clear and sparkling sound to give you some extra enjoyment 
when you sit down to play or learn a new piece. Hans offers forty-five years of experience and has prepared 
pianos for concert at six Canadian universities, in many concert halls, music studios, recording studios and 
homes. Hans will give you some of that special quality that concert pianists get to enjoy. The offer applies 
equally to upright or grand pianos. 
 

 

http://optimal-living.ca/
http://optimal-living.ca/chiropractic-wellness/who-should-see-a-chiropractor/adults/
http://optimal-living.ca/chiropractic-wellness/who-should-see-a-chiropractor/adults/
http://optimal-living.ca/about-us/meet-dr-sukhi/
http://optimal-living.ca/chiropractic-wellness/what-is-vitalistic-chiropractic/health-and-wellness-lifestyle/

